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CHAPTER TWO: EXISTING CONDITIONS 
 

REGIONAL SETTING 
Pulaski County, like their residents to the west and the north, recognizes that 
they are facing the growth pressures from their proximity to the Chicago 
metropolitan area.  
 
The Pulaski County population in July 2007 was 13,778 and currently 13,861 
(2009). Of that 19% was urban, while 81% was found in the rural community. 
County owner-occupied houses and condos: 4,174 
Renter-occupied apartments: 996 
 
The county government is granted power by the Indiana Code and the 
Constitution of Indiana.  
 
The Pulaski County Council serves as the legislative branch of the county 
government and controls the revenue collection and spending. Its members 
serve a 4 year term and are elected from county districts. 
 
The executive body of the county is the Board of Commissioners. They too serve 
a 4 year (staggered) term. The commissioners are responsible for executing the  
legislative acts of the council. They manage the day-to-day functions of the 
county government. 
 
The county maintains a small claims court with an elected judge. Pulaski County 
also has several elected officials including sheriff, auditor, surveyor, recorder, 
treasurer, coroner, and circuit court clerk. All officials must be a resident of the 
county. Building permits are issued by the Pulaski County Building Department. 
 
 
DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS 
Demography is the study of vital statistics of human populations with the past 
and present time periods, so that an accurate planning baseline can be 
established. A successful comprehensive plan needs to establish past and 
present conditions to fully understand those influences that have made Pulaski 
County what it is today and what it may become in the future. 
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The following represents historical population trends fo
period of time and three of the county’s neighbors. 

 

Population Trends 
The decade of the 1990’s saw an increase of 8.8 % while the 
have only seen a .2% gain in population
experienced a growth of approximately 7% in the 1990 to 2000 time period and 
another 3.4 % from the year 2000 to 2007. At the same time, the incorporated 
areas of Francesville and Medaryville have seen a decline of 6.6% and 4.3% and 
18% and 3.5 % respectively, for the same ti
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The following represents historical population trends for the same 
and three of the county’s neighbors.  

 

The decade of the 1990’s saw an increase of 8.8 % while the years 2000 to 2007 
only seen a .2% gain in population. The county seat of Winamac has 

of approximately 7% in the 1990 to 2000 time period and 
another 3.4 % from the year 2000 to 2007. At the same time, the incorporated 
areas of Francesville and Medaryville have seen a decline of 6.6% and 4.3% and 
18% and 3.5 % respectively, for the same time periods. The town of Monterey 
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of Winamac has 

of approximately 7% in the 1990 to 2000 time period and 
another 3.4 % from the year 2000 to 2007. At the same time, the incorporated 
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has seen a loss of 3% from 2000 to 2007 and a gain of one for the 1990 to 2000 
time period. 
       CHANGE  CHANGE 
               1990 – 2000            2000 - 2007 
County and 
City / Town 

1990 2000 2007 # % # % 

Pulaski Co. 12,643 13,755 13,778 1,112    8.8%    23    0.2% 
Winamac   2,262   2,418   2,501 156    6.9%    83    3.4% 
Francesville      969      905      866 -64   -6.6%   -39   -4.3% 
Medaryville      689      565      545 -124 -18.0%   -20   -3.5% 
Monterey      230      231      224 1    0.4%     -7   -3.0% 

Source: U.S. Bureau of Census; Indiana Business Research Center 

Additional demographic trends showing gender, race, and aging. 

Population 

Year Total Male Female Black White Hispanic 65 and 
Over 

1990 12,802 6,374 6,428 91 12,861 112 1,954 

2000 13,740 6,943 6,809 135 13,476 191 2,119 

2006 13,775 6,972 6,889 183 13,511 256 2,127 

Data source:  U.S. Census Bureau 

 
Pulaski County Statistics at a Glance 
• Location ......................................................................95 miles northwest of Indianapolis 
• Total Area ............................................................................................. 434 square miles 
• 2000 est. Population ..............................................................................................13,755 
• Density ........................................................................................32 persons/square mile 
 
Incorporated Cities/Towns - 2006 Population 
Winamac.................................................................................................................... 2,501 
Francesville................................................................................................................... 866 
Medaryville...................................................................................................................  545 
Monterey ...................................................................................................................... 224 
 
Township - 2000 Population 
Beaver......................................................................................................................... 479 
Cass.........................................................................................................................  1,013 
Franklin........................................................................................................................ 698 
Harrison....................................................................................................................... 657 
Indian Creek................................................................................................................ 756 
Jefferson...................................................................................................................... 546 
Monroe...................................................................................................................... 4,015 
Rich Grove................................................................................................................... 887 
Salem........................................................................................................................ 1,500 
Tippecanoe............................................................................................................... 1,130 
Van Buren................................................................................................................. 1,005 
White Post................................................................................................................. 1,069 
Data source:  U.S. Census Bureau 
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Monterey 

♦ Monterey is a town in North 
East Pulaski County. 

♦ The community was named 
for a city in Mexico. 

♦ The latitude of Monterey is 
41.156N. The longitude is -
86.482W. 

♦ It is in the Eastern Standard 
time zone. Elevation is 722 
feet. 

♦ The estimated population, in 
2003, was 228. Population in 
July 2007 was 224. 
Population change since 2000 
was -2.6%. 
 

Medaryville 

♦ Medaryville is a town in West 
Central Pulaski County. 

♦ The community was named 
for Joseph Medary, an Ohio 
statesman. 

♦ The latitude of Medaryville is 
41.080N. The longitude is -
86.891W. 

♦ It is in the Eastern Standard 
time zone. Elevation is 689 
feet.  

♦ The estimated population, in 
2003, was 555. Population in 
July 2007 was 545. Change 
since 2000 was -3.2%. 

Population Projections 
Comprehensive plans rely on population projections so that future needs can be 
accurately anticipated. The major factors that influence population projections are 
births, deaths, and migration. Birth and death rates can be predicted based upon 
trends. In migration and out migration are influenced by the local economy, 
government development, and private lending practices. 
 
The Indiana Business Research Center (IBRC) forecasts that Pulaski County will 
grow by 58 persons or .4 % by the year 2020. They do however predict a drop of 
288 persons or 2.1 % from 2020 to 2040. As we saw in earlier data the largest 

Source: PulaskiOnline.org 
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growth of nearly 9 percent was felt in the 1990’s and has since fluctuated by less 
than one percent. 
 
Age Characteristics 
The 2000 population distribution by age for Pulaski County is shown in the chart 
below. The largest segment of the county’s population is in the 35 to 44 range 
with 2,161 persons. The 45 to 54 year old range is the second largest with 1,825 
persons. 
 
 

 

Data source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000, Demographic Profile 

Calculations: Indiana Business Research Center, I.U. Kelley School of Business 

 

 
Family Type 
Family units are defined by the Census as two or more people residing together 
and related by adoption, marriage or birth. In the 2000 census figures, Pulaski 
County identified 5,170 households. Married, with or without children represented 
3,175 homes or 61.4 percent. Single parents maintained 370 homes or 7.2 
percent, and those living alone represented 1,213 homes or 23.5 percent. 
 

Household Types 

 

Number 
Rank in 
State 

Percent 
in County 

Percent 
in State 

Households in 2000 (Includes detail not                 
shown below) 

5,170 84 100.0% 100.0% 

   Married With Children 1,385 83 26.8% 23.8% 

   Married Without Children 1,790 85 34.6% 29.8% 

   Single Parents 370 82 7.2% 9.1% 

   Living Alone 1,213 84 23.5% 25.9% 
Source: US Census Bureau 
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Household Size 
Household size is determined by the number of people living in a housing unit. In 
determining future projections household size is an important factor. National, 
state, and local trends show the following: 1.) people are living longer, 2.) families 
are having fewer children, 3.) more adults are living alone, 4.) there are more 
elderly households, and 5.) household size is declining. The county’s household 
size in the last ten years declined slightly from 2.65 to 2.59. It has maintained 
however, a slight edge over Indiana household size for the same time period. 
 

Average Household Size 

Year Indiana Pulaski County 

1990 2.61 2.65 

2000 2.53 2.59 

% Change -3.1 -2.3 
Calculations: Indiana Business Research Center, I.U. Kelley School of Business 

 

Population Summary 
Pulaski County has experienced a steady to slight growth over the past fifty 
years. Although the Indiana Business Research Center (IBRC) projects a 
population decline by the year 2040, Pulaski does provide an overall climate for 
development. As soon as the housing market stabilizes a migration trend from 
the northwest could once again be seen. 
 
HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS 
Housing represents one of the basic needs for human existence. Far from just 
being shelter, housing is important to the human psyche. Housing becomes the 
home around which life’s events occur. Housing represents the largest expense 
or investment that most people will make in a lifetime. Homeownership is an 
American ideal to which most people strive. The social and economic health of a 
community can usually be measured in homeownership levels. 
 

Housing Units 

Year Indiana Pulaski County 

1990 2,246,046 5,541 

2000 2,532,319 5,918 

% Change 12.75 6.8 
Data source:  U.S. Census Bureau; Indiana Business Research Center 

 
Housing Units 
In 1990 there were 5,541 housing units in Pulaski County. According to the 2000 
Census there were 5,918 housing units which reflect an increase of 377 units for 
a 6.8 percent increase. According to the Census Bureau, in 2007 there were an 
estimated 6,279 housing units located in Pulaski County. Of those, 4,166 were 
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occupied by the owner. Renters occupied 1,004 units and currently 748 sit 
vacant. Additionally, 361 housing units are categorized for seasonal or 
recreational use. 

    Data source:  U.S. Census Bureau 

 
Structure Types 
The physical description of housing is described as structure type. The major 
differing types of housing are usually identified as single family (I unit), duplex (2 
units), multifamily (3-4 units), multifamily (5-9 units), multifamily (+10 units) or 
mobile homes.  
 

Housing Occupancy and Ownership 
As portrayed in the above graph, housing occupancy is defined as vacant or 
occupied. Of the 6,279 housing units in Pulaski County, 5,170 or 82 percent are 
occupied while 748 units are considered to be vacant. Unless temporarily absent 
such as the seasonal 361 units, the Census considers a housing unit to be 
vacant if no one lives there at the time of the Census. 
 
In Pulaski, 66 percent of the occupied housing is occupied by the owner and 16 
percent is occupied by a renter. As a rule of thumb, most communities try to 
maintain owner occupancy in at least 70 percent of their housing stock. 
 
The higher the owner occupancy rate, the healthier a community is considered 
because owners are more committed to their neighborhoods than renters. While 
it is advantageous for a Town to be able to offer a few rentals to those who would 



 

 

Pulaski County Comprehensive Plan         Page 26 
 

 

not normally be able to live there, having any more than 30 percent could have a 
negative effect. Reflecting the overall character of Town, most of the rental units 
in Town are in single family structures and not multifamily structures. 
 

Structural Age 
Older housing units depending on their condition and upkeep can be real assets 
to the character and marketability of a community. As potential contributors to 
historic districts, older structures play their part in reinforcing positive economics. 
However, older homes are not for everyone especially if there are no significant 
architectural qualities or their upkeep has been lacking. Of Pulaski County’s 
housing stock, 31percent was built before 1939. Only a fifth of Indiana’s housing 
stock were as old. The median year built for all housing units was 1960. 
 

Structural Age 

Year Indiana Pulaski County 

Pre  1940 20.2 % 31.1 % 

Post 1940 79.8 % 68.9 % 
Data source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000, Demographic Profile 

 

Housing Values 
Affordable housing once was as American as apple pie but recent skyrocketing 
housing costs across the country have left a lot of people behind. Indiana has 
successfully bucked this trend. Attributed by the naïve to sensible Midwestern 
values, it is primarily due to the state’s out migration and structural economic 
challenges. In fact Indiana was the second to last state in the union in the rise of 
residential property values. In 2000, Indiana’s median home value was $92,500 
while Pulaski was $73,200. The largest segment of housing values ranged from 
$60,000 to $70,000.   
 

   

Housing Median Value 2000 

Cass Fulton Jasper Marshall Pulaski Starke White 

$ 71,400 $ 76,800 $106,200 $ 88,900 $ 73,200 $ 80,500 $ 85,800 
Data source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000, Demographic Profile 

 
ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS (Profile) 
Labor Force 
As it has been historically, more workers from Pulaski County commute to other 
areas than work in county. The 2007 Indiana Department of Workforce 
Development figures state that there are 6,822 persons in Pulaski County civilian 
labor force. Of those 6,540 were employed with 4.1 percent or 282 persons 
unemployed. Generally it can be said that Pulaski County’s unemployment rate 
has fared better than both the state and national figures.  
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics; Indiana Department of Workforce Development

 
Even with the erosion of the Indiana’s manufacturing base, the state has the 
highest percentage of manufacturing jobs of any state in the nation with 18.9 
percent. The US Bureau of Economic Analysis
24 percent of its work force in manufacturing 
percentage of 8.9 percent. While the county’s manufacturing jobs are expected to 
decline they will do so at a rate
 
A major weakness in Indiana and the region is a lack of good paying high 
technology jobs. Currently, there are more than fourteen Indiana communities 
who have forged local town gown partnerships in creating Certified
Parks under an aggressive Indiana Business Development Corporation program. 
Pulaski County has not. Pulaski does not have a University within its borders but 
the potential for such a partnership exists.
 

Educational Attainment 
One does not have to be reminded of the importance education plays in the 
global economy and in job creation. 
importance to a business deciding where to locate or expand. The better 
educated communities tend to be more successful in at
jobs. The less educated communities are more successful attracting retail, 
distribution or service jobs.

Labor Force in 2007 

Total Resident Labor Force 

Employed 

Unemployed 

Unemployment Rate 

January 2009 Unemployment Rate 
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics; Indiana Department of Workforce Development 

Even with the erosion of the Indiana’s manufacturing base, the state has the 
est percentage of manufacturing jobs of any state in the nation with 18.9 

US Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA) shows Pulaski County with 
24 percent of its work force in manufacturing far exceeding the national 

8.9 percent. While the county’s manufacturing jobs are expected to 
decline they will do so at a rate slower than Indiana’s and the nation. 

A major weakness in Indiana and the region is a lack of good paying high 
technology jobs. Currently, there are more than fourteen Indiana communities 
who have forged local town gown partnerships in creating Certified Technology 
Parks under an aggressive Indiana Business Development Corporation program. 
Pulaski County has not. Pulaski does not have a University within its borders but 
the potential for such a partnership exists. 

to be reminded of the importance education plays in the 
global economy and in job creation. Educational attainment is of critical 
importance to a business deciding where to locate or expand. The better 
educated communities tend to be more successful in attracting more professional 

communities are more successful attracting retail, 
distribution or service jobs. 

Number 
Rank in 
State 

Percent of State

6,822 83 0.2%

6,540 83 0.2%

282 85 0.2%

4.1 70 91.1%

10.8 40 109.1%
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Even with the erosion of the Indiana’s manufacturing base, the state has the 
est percentage of manufacturing jobs of any state in the nation with 18.9 

Pulaski County with 
the national 

8.9 percent. While the county’s manufacturing jobs are expected to 
 

A major weakness in Indiana and the region is a lack of good paying high 
technology jobs. Currently, there are more than fourteen Indiana communities 

Technology 
Parks under an aggressive Indiana Business Development Corporation program. 
Pulaski County has not. Pulaski does not have a University within its borders but 

to be reminded of the importance education plays in the 
attainment is of critical 

importance to a business deciding where to locate or expand. The better 
tracting more professional 

communities are more successful attracting retail, 

 

Percent of State Indiana 

0.2% 3,211,461 

0.2% 3,065,590 

0.2% 145,871 

91.1% 4.5 

109.1% 9.9 
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7.9%

7.1%

2.2% 2.2%

Business Units 1st 

Quarter2007

0-9 10-19 20-49 50-99

Data source:  City-Data 
 
Industry Employment 
In a 2007 survey 366 business units were identified. The majority of the 
businesses, 80.6 percent employed 0
the 10-19 size at 7.9 percent followed by 20
that employed 50-99 and over 100 were equal at 8 or 2.2 percent of the counties 
business units.  

Source: Labor Market Information Unit of the Indiana Dept. of Workforce Development
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80.6%

Business Units 1st 

Quarter2007

99 100 & UP

11.7%

42.3%

Employment By 

Business Unit Size 

0-9 10-19 20-49 50-99

In a 2007 survey 366 business units were identified. The majority of the 
businesses, 80.6 percent employed 0-9 employees. The next largest sector was 

19 size at 7.9 percent followed by 20-49 employees at 7.1 percent. Firms 
99 and over 100 were equal at 8 or 2.2 percent of the counties 

urce: Labor Market Information Unit of the Indiana Dept. of Workforce Development 
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8.6%

16.3%

Employment By 

Business Unit Size 
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In a 2007 survey 366 business units were identified. The majority of the 
9 employees. The next largest sector was 

49 employees at 7.1 percent. Firms 
99 and over 100 were equal at 8 or 2.2 percent of the counties 
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By comparison, of the 4,597 employees, 1,945 or 42.3 percent were found in the 
8 companies that employ over 100 people. The next highest size class was 968 
persons or 21.1 percent found in the 0-9 category. The 20-49 class was next at 
751 or 16.3 percent followed by 50-99 - 538 or 11.7 percent and finally the 10-19 
employment size class of 395 or 8.6 percent. 
 
To better understand employment opportunities, it is most useful to analyze the 
types of available industry within a community. This is also helpful in determining 
what skill sets are most marketable. As of 2007 the largest employer is in 
Manufacturing with 1,284 persons or 24 percent of total employment. The 
breakdown of the rest of Industry Employment is as follows: Trade, 
Transportation, & Utilities – 864 or 16%; Information – 63 or 1 %; Professional & 
Business Services – 81 or 2%; Financial Activities – 167 or 3%; Ag Related 
Services – 243 or 5%; Education & Health Services (Including government and 
private industry employment – 1,093 or 21%; Government (including federal, 
state and local entities) 1,106 or 21%; Other Services (Private) – 108 or 2%; 
Leisure & Hospitality Services – 174 or 3%; and Construction – 105 or 2% of the 
total employment. 
 
 

 
* Includes Federal, State, & Local government employment 
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* Excludes federal government employment
Source: Labor Market Information Unit, Indiana Dept. of Workforce Development
 

* Includes Federal, State, & Local governm
Source: Labor Market Information Unit, Indiana Dept. of Workforce Development
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* Excludes federal government employment 
Source: Labor Market Information Unit, Indiana Dept. of Workforce Development 

* Includes Federal, State, & Local government employment 
Source: Labor Market Information Unit, Indiana Dept. of Workforce Development 
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Earnings per Job 
As a measure of efficiency of the local workforce, the earnings per job category 
has been identified. The total county-wide earnings of a sector are divided by the 
number of workers in that sector for the average earnings per worker. This 
analysis will also tell which is the most important to the community wealth 
creation. According to the US Bureau of Economic Analysis in 2006, the highest 
earnings per job is manufacturing with $72,543, wholesale trade and government 
approximately $40,200, and information with $32,543. 
 

Per capita Personal Income 
One way of calculating a community’s wealth is known as the Per Capita 
Personal Income (PCPI) approach which takes the total personal income of the 
county and then dividing it by the total population. From an individual worker 
point of view, if a community has a PCPI greater than its comparison community, 
it is considered to be more competitive and adding to an individual’s buying 
power. Indiana’s PCPI of $28,838 is generally less than the country. The 2000 
PCPI for Pulaski County was $16,835. 
 

Income Survey and Median Household Income 
The median household income figure is the most common qualifier for 
determining a community’s grant funding eligibility. Low income households are 
defined as those below 50 percent of the area’s median income. The 2000 
median household income for Pulaski County was $26,859. Median income for 
Males was $30,673 compared to $21,246 for females. Indiana was $41,567. In 
2007 the estimated median household income for Indiana was $47,422 and 
Pulaski was estimated at $42,651. 
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Employment Commuting 
Addressing commuting patterns will disclose how competitive a county is in its 
regional context, how far people are willing to travel to work and how it 
buying patterns. Similar to surrounding counties in this region,
has more residents commuting
coming into the county to work. However, the
patterns is relatively average in comparison to the other
Based on Indiana IT-40 Returns for the Tax Year 2007, 2,046 persons lived in 
Pulaski County but worked outside the county. I
lived in another county (or state) traveled to Pulaski County to work.

 

 
 
The illustration above shows the commuting patterns of the top five surrounding 
counties coming into Pulaski
commuted into Pulaski County to work from their adjacent counties. These 
workers represented approximately 10.1% of the Pulaski County work force. 
2007, 970 persons commuted into Pulaski County to work from their adjacent 
counties. These workers represent approximately 11.9% of the Pulaski County 
work force. 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
The illustration above represents commuting patterns of Pulaski County residents 
traveling to the top five surrounding counties for employment. 
1,092 individuals commuted out of the county for work.
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Addressing commuting patterns will disclose how competitive a county is in its 
l context, how far people are willing to travel to work and how it 

Similar to surrounding counties in this region, Pulaski
has more residents commuting out of the county to work every day than those

work. However, the gap between these two commuting 
relatively average in comparison to the other surrounding counties.

40 Returns for the Tax Year 2007, 2,046 persons lived in 
Pulaski County but worked outside the county. In addition, 1,180 persons who 
lived in another county (or state) traveled to Pulaski County to work. 

 

 

 
 
 

The illustration above shows the commuting patterns of the top five surrounding 
Pulaski County for employment. For 2002, 791 persons 

commuted into Pulaski County to work from their adjacent counties. These 
workers represented approximately 10.1% of the Pulaski County work force. 
2007, 970 persons commuted into Pulaski County to work from their adjacent 

rkers represent approximately 11.9% of the Pulaski County 

 

 
 
 
 

 

The illustration above represents commuting patterns of Pulaski County residents 
surrounding counties for employment. For 200

ndividuals commuted out of the county for work. 
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Addressing commuting patterns will disclose how competitive a county is in its 
l context, how far people are willing to travel to work and how it affects 

Pulaski County 
out of the county to work every day than those 

gap between these two commuting 
surrounding counties. 

40 Returns for the Tax Year 2007, 2,046 persons lived in 
n addition, 1,180 persons who 

 

 

 
 

The illustration above shows the commuting patterns of the top five surrounding 
791 persons 

commuted into Pulaski County to work from their adjacent counties. These 
workers represented approximately 10.1% of the Pulaski County work force. In 
2007, 970 persons commuted into Pulaski County to work from their adjacent 

rkers represent approximately 11.9% of the Pulaski County 

The illustration above represents commuting patterns of Pulaski County residents 
2002, a total of 
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At that time White County attracted the largest segment of the commuting 
population, followed by Jasper, Starke, and then Fulton and Porter counties. 
These workers represented approximately 12.5% of the Pula
force. 
 
In 2007, a total of 1,203 individuals commuted out of the county for work.
 
Jasper County attracts the largest segment of the commuting population, 
followed by Starke, White,
represent approximately 13.3% of the Pulaski County labor force.
 
By comparison, the following table represents the commuting patterns
from Pulaski County for the 1990 Census.
    

Workers 16 yrs+ commuting to work

Worked in county of residence

Worked out of county of residence

Worked in Indiana out of county of residence

Worked out of Indiana                                

      Source: 1990 Census Data; Labor Market Information Unit, Indiana Dept. of Workforce Development

 
Currently the primary 
means of transportation for 
workers commuting to work 
in Pulaski County is a car 
with a low percentage of 
these drivers carpooling. 
 
 

    

 
ENVIRONMENTAL & PHYSICAL 
Topography 
According to the U.S. Census Bureau, the county has a total area of 435 square 
miles (1,126 km²), of which 434 square miles (1,123 km²) is land and 1 square 
mile (2 km²) (0.20%) is water.
 

Much of the topography is characterized by low
many narrow, discontinuous sand ridges. The eastern side of the county is an 
area of nearly level to strongly sloping uplands. 
the county consists of nearly level to strongly
northern part of the county, nearly level to strongly sloping outwash plains
plains in the eastern and southern parts, and
lacustrine plains and bedrock plains in the western part. 
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At that time White County attracted the largest segment of the commuting 
population, followed by Jasper, Starke, and then Fulton and Porter counties. 
These workers represented approximately 12.5% of the Pulaski County labor 

1,203 individuals commuted out of the county for work.

County attracts the largest segment of the commuting population, 
, and then Fulton and Marshall counties. These workers 

resent approximately 13.3% of the Pulaski County labor force. 

the following table represents the commuting patterns
from Pulaski County for the 1990 Census. 

    Total  Percent

Workers 16 yrs+ commuting to work                     5,437    100.0%

Worked in county of residence                         3,809          

Worked out of county of residence                     1,628          

Worked in Indiana out of county of residence         1,577          

                                        51             

Labor Market Information Unit, Indiana Dept. of Workforce Development

means of transportation for 
workers commuting to work 

    Data source:  City-Data 

PHYSICAL CONDITIONS 

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, the county has a total area of 435 square 
which 434 square miles (1,123 km²) is land and 1 square 

mile (2 km²) (0.20%) is water. 

topography is characterized by low-lying, nearly level areas and by 
many narrow, discontinuous sand ridges. The eastern side of the county is an 

arly level to strongly sloping uplands. The physical characteristics of 
consists of nearly level to strongly sloping outwash plains in the 

county, nearly level to strongly sloping outwash plains
n and southern parts, and nearly level to strongly sloping 
bedrock plains in the western part.  
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At that time White County attracted the largest segment of the commuting 
population, followed by Jasper, Starke, and then Fulton and Porter counties. 

ski County labor 

1,203 individuals commuted out of the county for work. 

County attracts the largest segment of the commuting population, 
and then Fulton and Marshall counties. These workers 

the following table represents the commuting patterns to and 

Percent 

100.0% 

     70.1% 

     29.9% 

     29.0% 

       0.9% 

Labor Market Information Unit, Indiana Dept. of Workforce Development 

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, the county has a total area of 435 square 
which 434 square miles (1,123 km²) is land and 1 square 

lying, nearly level areas and by 
many narrow, discontinuous sand ridges. The eastern side of the county is an 

physical characteristics of 
sloping outwash plains in the 

county, nearly level to strongly sloping outwash plains and till 
nearly level to strongly sloping 
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Soils  
The soils in Pulaski County were formed in glacial outwash and till. The soils that 
formed in outwash material are sandy and very 
drained. Those that formed in till are medium textured to fine textured and are 
very poorly drained to well drained. Generally, the poorly drained or wet soils are 
dark colored on the surface, and the better drained soil is li
The climate of the county provides ample
temperatures for farming. Physical features of Pulaski County were evaluated 
and according to the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) & the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Soil Survey of Pulaski County, 
there are twelve different soil classifications with the largest soil group being 
Maumee-Morocco-Newton Association. Characteristics of soils in their natural 
undisturbed state have a lot to do with h
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The soils in Pulaski County were formed in glacial outwash and till. The soils that 
formed in outwash material are sandy and very poorly drained to excessively 
drained. Those that formed in till are medium textured to fine textured and are 
very poorly drained to well drained. Generally, the poorly drained or wet soils are 
dark colored on the surface, and the better drained soil is lightly colored.
The climate of the county provides ample precipitation and favorable 

Physical features of Pulaski County were evaluated 
and according to the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) & the 

servation Service (NRCS) Soil Survey of Pulaski County, 
there are twelve different soil classifications with the largest soil group being 

Newton Association. Characteristics of soils in their natural 
undisturbed state have a lot to do with how land can be successfully developed.
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The soils in Pulaski County were formed in glacial outwash and till. The soils that 
poorly drained to excessively 

drained. Those that formed in till are medium textured to fine textured and are 
very poorly drained to well drained. Generally, the poorly drained or wet soils are 

ghtly colored. 

Physical features of Pulaski County were evaluated 
and according to the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) & the 

servation Service (NRCS) Soil Survey of Pulaski County, 
there are twelve different soil classifications with the largest soil group being 

Newton Association. Characteristics of soils in their natural 
ow land can be successfully developed. 
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Soil Type No. 1 - Brookston-Crosier-Selfridge Association. 
Use and Management 
Major use: Cropland 
Cropland 
Management concerns: Wetness, surface and subsurface compaction, ponding, wind erosion 
Dwellings 
Management concerns: Depth to saturated zone, the shrink-swell potential, ponding 
Local roads and streets 
Management concerns: Ponding, depth to saturated zone, low strength, the shrink-swell potential, 
frost action 
Septic tank absorption fields 
Management concerns: Depth to saturated zone, restricted permeability, ponding 
Woodland 
Management concerns: Wetness, low strength 
 
Soil Type No. 5 - Brookston-Odell-Navunon Association 
Use and Management 
Major use: Cropland 
Cropland 
Management concerns: Wetness, surface and subsurface compaction, erosion hazard, ponding 
Dwellings 
Management concerns: Depth to saturated zone, the shrink-swell potential, ponding, depth to 
hard bedrock 
Local roads and streets 
Management concerns: Ponding, depth to saturated zone, low strength, the shrink-swell potential, 
frost action 
Septic tank absorption fields 
Management concerns: Depth to saturated zone, restricted permeability, ponding, depth to 
bedrock 
Woodland 
Management concerns: Wetness, low strength 

 
Soil Type No. 6 – Strole-Rensselaer-Milford Association 
Use and Management 
Major use: Cropland 
Cropland 
Management concerns: Wetness, surface and subsurface compaction, ponding 
Dwellings 
Management concerns: Depth to saturated zone, the shrink-swell potential, ponding 
Local roads and streets 
Management concerns: Ponding, depth to saturated zone, low strength, frost action, the shrink-
swell potential 
Septic tank absorption fields 
Management concerns: Ponding, depth to saturated zone, restricted permeability 
Woodland 
Management concerns: Ponding, wetness, low strength 

 
Soil Type No. 7 – Whitepost-Headlee-Whiskerville Association 
Use and Management 
Major use: Cropland 
Cropland 
Management concerns: Wetness, surface and subsurface compaction, wind erosion, limited 
available water capacity, ponding 
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Dwellings 
Management concerns: Depth to saturated zone, the shrink-swell potential, ponding 
Local roads and streets 
Management concerns: Ponding, depth to saturated zone, low strength, frost action 
Septic tank absorption fields 
Management concerns: Depth to saturated zone, restricted permeability, filtering capacity, 
ponding 
Woodland 
Management concerns: Ponding, wetness, low strength 

Soil Type No. 8 - Maumee-Morocco-Newton Association  
Use and Management 
Major use: Cropland 
Cropland 
Management concerns: Wetness, wind erosion, limited available water capacity, ponding 
Dwellings 
Management concerns: Ponding, depth to saturated zone, frost action 
Local roads and streets 
Management concerns: Frost action, depth to saturated zone, ponding 
Septic tank absorption fields 
Management concerns: Ponding, poor filtering capacity, depth to saturated zone 
Woodland 
Management concerns: Ponding, wetness, low  
 

Soil Type No. 9 – Gilford-Brady-Granby Association 
Use and Management 
Major use: Cropland 
Cropland 
Management concerns: Wetness, wind erosion, limited available water capacity, ponding 
Dwellings 
Management concerns: Ponding, depth to saturated zone 
Local roads and streets 
Management concerns: Frost action, ponding, depth to saturated zone 
Septic tank absorption fields 
Management concerns: Ponding, poor filtering capacity, depth to saturated zone 
Woodland 
Management concerns: Ponding, wetness, low strength 

 
Soil Type No. 11 - Oakville-Denham-Brems Association. 
Use and Management 
Major uses: Cropland, forestland, wildlife habitat 
Cropland 
Management concerns: Limited available water capacity, wind erosion, water erosion, slope 
Dwellings 
Management concerns: Slope, depth to saturated zone 
Local roads and streets 
Management concerns: Slope 
Septic tank absorption fields 
Management concerns: Depth to saturated zone, filtering capacity 
Woodland 
Management concerns: Low strength, sandy textures  
 
Source: Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Soil Conservation and State 
Soil Conservation Board 
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Surface Water 
Two water bodies drain most of the county. The Tippecanoe River drains the 
eastern part, and the Big Monon Creek drains the western part of the county. 
The principal surface-water feature in Pulaski County is the Tippecanoe River 
and its many tributaries. The Tippecanoe River enters the county from Fulton 
County, near Monterey. It flows toward the northwest, crosses briefly into Starke 
County in the north, and then flows south across Pulaski County and into White 
County in the south. Sandy and loamy soils and shallow aquifers are dominant in 
the western half of the county. Because the soils are highly permeable and the 
water table is at or near the surface in many places, this area is highly 
susceptible to ground-water contamination. Water for cities, towns, and rural 
areas is obtained from municipal and private wells. Most of the water used in the 
county is ground water pumped from glacial aquifers. In the western part of the 
county, the glacial material is thin and most of the wells are in limestone bedrock. 
Some of these wells in the fossilized limestone are interbedded with sulfur-rich 
shale, which gives the water an objectionable smell and taste. Regionally, the 
direction of ground-water flow generally follows the topography and ultimately is 
toward the Tippecanoe River and its major tributaries. 
 

Flood Plain 
Based on a 100 year flood frequency, the Tippecanoe River flood plain was 
identified in 1973 at approximately the 705 foot elevation. Identified as Flood 

Zone AE by the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA), the 
floodplain has a one percent 
annual chance of flooding. 
However in the last two 
years, Pulaski County has 
experienced several 
incidents of moderate to 
severe flooding. While these 
areas are best left in an 
undisturbed natural state, 

some types of construction may be permitted by the State if the lowest floor 
elevation is two feet above the 1% frequency flood level and other restrictions are 
followed. No new residences are allowed in the floodway. However, construction 
is prohibited within a floodway which is that portion of the floodplain which 
contains moving water at that flood height. Regulations have existed for 30 years 
to restrict structures in floodplains. Many structures and homes are currently 
located in the Tippecanoe River floodplain. 
 
Storm Water Drainage  
Pulaski County's storm water drainage system was born of necessity due to soil 
characteristics, topography and the enhancement of farmland. As in most 
communities, storm water drainage improvements have been a reaction to a 
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critical need and not the result of a 
comprehensive improvement plan. 
Over the years, Pulaski County's 
storm drainage system has grown to 
where most severe drainage needs 
are relieved but further improvements 
will be required. The county Surveyor 
and Drainage Board maintains a 
large system of Drainage Ditches.  

As further developments are 
encouraged, Drainage Ditch 
maintenance will become an 
increased level of effort for the 
county. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Storm Water Quality Management (SWQM) 
In 2003, Pulaski County began to fulfill its obligations under the new Federal 
mandate regarding storm water. The Indiana Department of Environmental 
Management (IDEM) oversees storm water issues to improve the water quality.  
 
Now, Rule 13 expands design criteria to pre-treat storm water. Debris, sediment, 
roadway oils and the like will need to be removed before storm water reaches the 
Tippecanoe River or Big Monon Creek or any one of the existing ditches. Since 
the county is reliant on individual wells, water quality is extremely important in the 
maintenance of public health and welfare. The system of drainage ditches is a 
continual maintenance program that will have to be followed to ensure that it 
operates at peak efficiency.  
Medaryville and Monterey each have a storm drainage system consisting of 
pipes and ditches. Many pipes and drains are identified and in known locations 
but some are quite old and of unknown origins.  
 
By cooperating with Pulaski County, the towns of Medaryville and Monterey 
should reduce their inevitable costs of retrofitting and maintaining their current 
systems. In addition to physical improvements, each town should enact its own 
zoning and building ordinances to bring them in line with the Federal mandate. 
These ordinances establish what are known as minimum control measures or 
MCM's and they are; public education, public participation, illicit discharge 
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elimination, construction site control, post construction control, and municipal 
operations pollution prevention. 
 

Sanitary Sewers and Water Supply Infrastructure 
Today's sanitary sewer and water supply systems are the culmination of 
addressing individual commercial needs and not the result of a comprehensive 
implementation program typical of most communities. Pulaski County does not 
own or operate an individual Sanitary Sewer and Wastewater Treatment System 
or any Potable Water Supply System. Within the county, in the more populated 
areas, municipal water and sewer facilities exist. Winamac and Francesville each 
have their own individual water supply and wastewater collection and treatment 
facilities. These two towns are not included in the scope of this plan; however, 
their facilities should be noted herein.  
 
The Town of Medaryville does operate and maintain a wastewater collection and 
treatment facility and its own potable water supply system. The Town of 
Monterey operates and maintains its own wastewater collection and treatment 
system. All residents and businesses in Monterey operate their own potable 
water wells. Star City is currently in the developmental stages of constructing a 
wastewater collection system. Proposed treatment will be processed at the 
Winamac Wastewater Treatment Plant. 
 
All residents, commercial, businesses, and agri-business, in other areas of the 
county rely on their own individual septic systems, mound systems or lagoon 
systems for wastewater treatment facilities. Similarly, they all rely on their own 
individual water wells for potable and process water. All such facilities are 
permitted and operated in accordance with local codes and ordinances and the 
codes and standards of the State of Indiana. 
 
Parks, Recreation and Open Space 
Parks and Open Space Use is an 
existing formal land use in the county. It 
is intended to provide public parks, 
recreation, and open space activities. 
Parks and open space activities are 
useful and essential quality of life goals 
for the county. Many forms of park 
systems and open space areas were 
identified within the county through 
many areas not owned or operated by 
the county of Pulaski.  
The State of Indiana operates many of 
the parks and open space facilities. 
They are as follows: 

♦ Tippecanoe River State Park 
♦ Winamac Fish and Wildlife Area 
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♦ Jasper-Pulaski State Game Preserve 
♦ IDNR; Berns-Meyer Nature Preserve 
♦ IDNR; Pulaski Public Access Site (Boat Launch) 
♦ IDNR; Haschel Bridge Public Access Site (Boat Launch) 
♦ IDNR/Pulaski SWCD; Lost Forty Wildlife Refuge and Education Area 
♦ IDNR; Weaver Public Access Site (Boat Launch and Nature Area) 
♦ IDNR; 80 Acres 

 

 
 
 

  

Source: Flickr 

Source: Marty Jones 
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Public, Private and Commercial f
♦ Pulaski County Bike 

Trail (proposed 
Erie, North Judson, 
Monterey Trail). 16 
Miles 

♦ Panhandle 
Pathway 
Recreation Trail 
from Winamac to 
Cass County.   
21 Miles 

♦ Fry Nature 
Preserve 

♦ Faulstich Wildlife 
Habitat Area 

♦ Croell Nature Preser
♦ Acorn Oaks Campground
♦ Riparian Farms Equestrian Centre
♦ Broken Arrow Campground
♦ Rising Sun Campground
♦ Pond View Golf Course
♦ Moss Creek Golf Course
♦ Star City-Van Buren Twp. Recreational 

Park and Community Center
♦ Shadyhill Speedway 
♦ Leisure Time Motorcycl
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Public, Private and Commercial facilities are as follows: 
Pulaski County Bike 

Erie, North Judson, 
Monterey Trail). 16 

Croell Nature Preserve 
Acorn Oaks Campground 
Riparian Farms Equestrian Centre 
Broken Arrow Campground 
Rising Sun Campground 
Pond View Golf Course 
Moss Creek Golf Course 

Van Buren Twp. Recreational 
Park and Community Center 
Shadyhill Speedway  
Leisure Time Motorcycle 
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